Morning Prayer 25.01.26
“I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word | put my hope.” Psalm 130:5

Opening Sentences
O Lord open our lips and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind.
Pause for reflection as you offer the day to God.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our
hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen.

Song — Amazing Grace (my chains are gone)

Amazing grace how sweet the sound My chains are gone I've been set free
That saved a wretch like me My God my Saviour has ransomed me
| once was lost but now I'm found And like a flood His mercy rains
Was blind but now | see Unending love amazing grace
"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear The earth shall soon dissolve like snow
And grace my fears relieved The sun forbear to shine
How precious did that grace appear But God who called me here below
The hour | first believed Will be forever mine

Will be forever mine
My chains are gone ['ve been set free You are forever mine

My God my Saviour has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy rains
Unending love amazing grace

The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures

He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures

Bible Readings

Old Testament Reading — Psalm 67

1 May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us,

2 that your way may be known upon earth,
your saving power among all nations.

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.

6 The earth has yielded its increase;

God, our God, has blessed us.



7 May God continue to bless us;
let all the ends of the earth revere him.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

New Testament Reading — Acts 9: 1-22

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to
the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found
any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.
Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven
flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why
do you persecute me?’ He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘| am Jesus, whom
you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.’
The men who were travelling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but
saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see
nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. For three days he
was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,
‘Ananias.” He answered, ‘Here | am, Lord.” The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the
street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At
this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and
lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, | have
heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem;
and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.’” But the
Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before
Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; | myself will show him how much he
must suffer for the sake of my name.” So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his
hands on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way
here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he
got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to
proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’ All who heard him were
amazed and said, ‘Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who
invoked this name? And has he not come here for the purpose of bringing them bound
before the chief priests?’ Saul became increasingly more powerful and confounded the
Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Messiah.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Talk



Prayers
In our prayers we will pray for the world, the church, our local community, and for those who
are in need.

At the end of each section we say:

Lord in Your mercy
hear our prayer.

And at the end:

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and for ever.

News

Conclusion

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, and keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Online Giving

Everything we do in mission and ministry is made possible by the generous support of our
church family. We encourage everyone who is a regular member of St Marys to join our
planned giving scheme (standing order) as this helps us to plan and budget.

You can now make donations online as a one off or regular gifts, and every penny goes back
into enabling our mission and ministry.

Details of how to give online or join the planned giving scheme can be found online @
www.stmaryshanwell.org.uk/giving




