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Morning Prayer 08.06.25   
 
Opening Sentences 
O Lord open our lips and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
Pause for reflection as you offer the day to God. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our 
hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Song – Better is one day/Facedown 
 
How lovely is Your dwelling place 
O Lord almighty 
For my soul longs and even faints for You 
For here my heart is satisfied 
Within Your presence 
I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings 
 
Better is one day in Your courts 
Better is one day in Your house 
Better is one day in Your courts 
Than thousands elsewhere 
(Than thousands elsewhere) 
 
One thing I ask and I would seek 
To see Your beauty 
To find You in the place 
Your glory dwells 
(REPEAT) 
 
Better is one day in Your courts… 
 
 
 
New Testament Reading – Acts 2: 1-21 
 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 
rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 

My heart and flesh cry out 
For You the living God 
Your Spirit's water to my soul 
I've tasted and I've seen 
Come once again to me 
I will draw near to You 
I will draw near to You to You 
 
Better is one day better is one day 
Better is one day than thousands 
elsewhere 
Better is one day better is one day 
Better is one day than thousands 
elsewhere 
 
Better is one day in Your courts… 
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Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All 
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others 
sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 
 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, 
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is 
what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
“In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
Sermon 
 
 
Prayers 
In our prayers we will pray for the world, the church, our local community, and for those who 
are in need.  
 
At the end of each section we say: 
 
Lord in Your mercy  
hear our prayer.  
And at the end: 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,   
and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever.  
Amen 
 
 
Notices 
 
 
Blessing  
  
The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
 
Today we have remembered the coming of God’s power on the disciples and we invite that 
same Spirit to drive us out into the wild places of the world. 
 
May the Spirit, 
who hovered over the waters when the world was created, 
breathe into you the life he gives. 
All   Amen. 
 
May the Spirit, 
who overshadowed the Virgin when the eternal Son came among us, 
make you joyful in the service of the Lord. 
All   Amen. 
 
May the Spirit, 
who set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost, 
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ. 
All   Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All   Amen. 
 
Filled with the Spirit’s power, 
go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Online Giving 
Everything we do in mission and ministry is made possible by the generous support of our 
church family. We encourage everyone who is a regular member of St Marys to join our 
planned giving scheme (standing order) as this helps us to plan and budget.  
 
You can now make donations online as a one off or regular gifts, and every penny goes back 
into enabling our mission and ministry.  
 
Details of how to give online or join the planned giving scheme can be found online @ 
www.stmaryshanwell.org.uk/giving   


