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Morning Prayer 03.01.2021 

 

“I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope.”  Psalm 130:5 

 

Opening Sentences 

O Lord open our lips and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Pause for reflection as you offer the day to God. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our 
hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Song – In the Bleak Midwinter 
 
1. In the bleak mid-winter 
Frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, 
Water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
Snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid-winter 
Long ago. 
 
2. Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him 
Nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away 
When He comes to reign: 
In the bleak mid-winter 
A stable-place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty, 
Jesus Christ. 
 
3. Enough for Him, whom cherubim 
Worship night and day, 
A breastful of milk 
And a mangerful of hay; 
Enough for Him, whom angels 
Fall down before, 
The ox and ass and camel 
Which adore. 
 
Bible Readings 

 

Psalm 72: 1-15 
 
1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s son. 
2 May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice. 
3 May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 

 
4. Angels and archangels 
May have gathered there, 
Cherubim and seraphim 
Thronged the air, 
But only His mother1 
In her maiden bliss, 
Worshipped the Beloved 
With a kiss. 
 
5. What can I give Him, 
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb, 
If I were a wise man 
I would do my part, 
Yet what I can I give Him, 
Give my heart. 
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4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the needy, and 
crush the oppressor. 
5 May he live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
6 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth. 
7 In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 
8 May he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
9 May his foes bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust. 
10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute, may the kings of Sheba 
and Seba bring gifts. 
11 May all kings fall down before him, all nations give him service. 
12 For he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper. 
13 He has pity on the weak and the needy, and saves the lives of the needy. 
14 From oppression and violence he redeems their life; and precious is their blood in his 
sight. 
15 Long may he live! May gold of Sheba be given to him. May prayer be made for him 
continually, and blessings invoked for him all day long. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 
New Testament reading – Matthew 2: 1-12 
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’ 
 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men[e] and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went 
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 
another road. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
Reflection 
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Prayers 
In our prayers we will pray for the world, the church, our local community, and for those who 
are in need.  
 
At the end of each section we say: 
 
Lord in Your mercy  
hear our prayer.  
And at the end: 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,   
and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever.  
 
Notices 
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Song – We three Kings 

 

 
 
                                                                                           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, and keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Online Giving 
Everything we do in mission and ministry is made possible by the generous support of our 
church family. We encourage everyone who is a regular member of St Marys to join our 
planned giving scheme (standing order) as this helps us to plan and budget.  
 
You can now make donations online as a one off or regular gifts, and every penny goes back 
into enabling our mission and ministry.  
 
Details of how to give online or join the planned giving scheme can be found online @ 
www.stmaryshanwell.org.uk/giving   
 

1. We three kings of Orient are 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain 
Following yonder star 
 
Refrain 
O Star of wonder, star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading, still proceeding 
Guide us to thy Perfect Light 
 
2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain 
Gold I bring to crown Him again 
King forever, ceasing never 
Over us all to reign 
Refrain 
 

3. Frankincense to offer have I 
Incense owns a Deity nigh 
Prayer and praising, all men raising 
Worship Him, God most high 
Refrain 
 
4. Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume 
Breathes of life of gathering gloom 
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying 
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb 
Refrain 
 
5. Glorious now behold Him arise 
King and God and Sacrifice 
Alleluia, Alleluia 
Earth to heav'n replies 
Refrain 
 

http://www.stmaryshanwell.org.uk/giving

