Morning Prayer 17.12.23
“I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word | put my hope.” Psalm 130:5

Opening Sentences

O Lord open our lips and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind.
Pause for reflection as you offer the day to God.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our
hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen.

Song - Light of the World

Light of the world King of all days

You stepped down into darkness Oh so highly exalted

Opened my eyes let me see Glorious in heaven above

Beauty that made Humbly You came

This heart adore You To the earth You created

Hope of a life spent with You All for love's sake became poor

So here | am to worship So here | am to worship...

Here | am to bow down

Here | am to say that You're my God And I'll never know how much it cost
And You're altogether lovely To see my sin upon that cross
Altogether worthy And I'll never know how much it cost
Altogether wonderful to me To see my sin upon that cross

So here | am to worship...

Advent Candle Prayer

Each week in Advent we light a candle to remind us that Jesus brings light and hope into
our world. No matter how uncertain or chaotic the world may seem, that light still shines
through.

As we light our advent candle

Light of the world, shine on us.
As we prepare for Christmas time
Light of the world, shine on us.

In this world of pain and darkness
Light of the world, shine through us.
To all the people who don’t know you,
Light of the world, shine through us.

Jesus you are coming again,
Light of the world, light the way.
In our service here today

Light of the world, light the way.



Bible Reading — Luke 1: 46-55
46 And Mary said,
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50 His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
53 he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
3% according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’

Glory to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Bible reading — John 1: 6-8, 19-28

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem
to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the
Messiah.” And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘l am not.” ‘Are you
the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.” Then they said to him, “‘Who are you? Let us have an
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said,

‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,

“Make straight the way of the Lord”™,

as the prophet Isaiah said.

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “‘Why then are you baptizing
if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize
with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me;
| am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across the
Jordan where John was baptizing.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Talk



Prayers
In our prayers we will pray for the world, the church, our local community, and for those who
are in need.

At the end of each section, we say:

Lord in Your mercy
hear our prayer.

And at the end:

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and for ever.

Amen

News

Conclusion

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, and keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Online Giving

Everything we do in mission and ministry is made possible by the generous support of our
church family. We encourage everyone who is a regular member of St Marys to join our
planned giving scheme (standing order) as this helps us to plan and budget.

You can now make donations online as a one off or regular gifts, and every penny goes back
into enabling our mission and ministry.

Details of how to give online or join the planned giving scheme can be found online @
www.stmaryshanwell.org.uk/giving
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